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Types of Roadside Optical Cable Posts

Overview
The standard utility pole in the United States is about 35 ft (10 m) tall and is buried
about 6 ft (2 m) in the ground. In order to meet clearance regulations, poles can,
however, reach heights of at least 120 feet (40 meters). They are typically spaced
about 125 ft (40 m) apart in urban areas, or about 300 ft (100 m) in rural areas, but
distances vary widely based on terrain. Joint-use poles are usually owned by one util.
Article Overview
Roadside optical cable posts are primarily utility poles made of wood, concrete, steel,
aluminum, or composite materials, designed to support aerial fiber optic cables in
various configurations.

Common Types of Roadside Optical Cable Posts

1. Wooden Poles Wooden poles are the most traditional and widely used type for
supporting optical cables. They are typically made from durable species like southern
yellow pine, Douglas fir, or western red cedar, and are often pressure-treated with
preservatives to resist rot, fungi, and insect damage. Wooden poles have a lifespan of
25–50 years depending on climate and soil conditions and are suitable for both urban
and rural installations . 2. Concrete Poles Concrete poles are highly durable and
resistant to environmental factors such as fire, rot, and insects. They are often used
in areas prone to extreme weather or where long-term stability is required. Concrete
poles can support heavier cable loads and are commonly used in high-voltage or high-
tension installations . 3. Steel and Aluminum Poles Steel and aluminum poles offer
high strength and are often used in urban areas or locations requiring slim profiles.
Steel poles are robust and can handle heavy cable loads, while aluminum poles are...
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The standard utility pole in the United States is about 35 ft (10 m) tall and is buried
about 6 ft (2 m) in the ground. In order to meet clearance regulations, poles can,
however, reach heights of at least 120 feet (40 meters). They are typically spaced
about 125 ft (40 m) apart in urban areas, or about 300 ft (100 m) in rural areas, but
distances vary widely based on terrain. Joint-use poles are usually owned by one util
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Fiber Optic Cable Types: A Complete Guide

The plethora of fiber optic cable types can seem overwhelming, but choosing the
right cable

Oct 02, 2025

Marker Posts for Safety | Trident Solutions

Marker posts help identify underground utilities, mark routes, and improve visibility in
the field. This category includes dome posts,

Apr 30, 2026

AERIAL COMMUNICATION CABLE IDENTIFICATION GUIDE

1.0 Introduction Identifying possible impacts to utility infrastructure can avoid
construction delays and additional cost to a given

Oct 01, 2025

Fiber Marker Post – SFS Enterprise LLC

Fiber Marker Post A Fiber Marker Post is a durable and highly visible marker used to
indicate the location
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Essential Guide to the Construction of Optical Fiber Cables

Optical fibers are constructed using a precise process involving a core, cladding,
coating, strengthening fibers, and an
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Engineering:Utility pole

The most common communication cables found on utility poles are copper or fibre-
optic cable (FOC) for telephone

May 09, 2026

The FOA Reference For Fiber Optics

The fiber optic contractor should be able to work with the customer in each
installation project through six stages: design, installation,

Jul 05, 2026

Fiber Optic Patch Cord Guide: Types, Connectors

Confused about fiber optic patch cords? Learn the differences between single mode
and

Nov 14, 2025

Outdoor Fiber Optic Cable | Outside Plant Fiber (OSP) Cable

Fiber optic cables for outdoor applications are engineered to withstand the more
demanding conditions seen outside, from

Oct 28, 2025

Round Dome Top Utility Fiber Optic Markers

Ideal for marking underground hazards and rights of way The 3 1/2" OD round white
post has a domed 3 1/2" ID color enhancer on

Apr 27, 2026

What Types of Overhead Cables Are Carried in

This article delves deep into the most common types of overhead electric cables
you''ll find

Sep 13, 2025

Utility pole

Utility pole supporting wires for electrical power distribution, coaxial cable for cable
television, and telephone cable. Two pairs of

Nov 14, 2025

Types of Utility Poles

The utility poles used to accommodate overhead lines can be divided by two main
criteria: pole material and transmission type.
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What is Aerial Fiber Optic Cable and Types

This post provides a detailed introduction to aerial optical cables, their types,
features, and

Mar 23, 2026

Outdoor Fiber Optic Cable Types: Complete Guide

This article summarizes the major outdoor fiber optic cable types and their
distinguishing features. You can Identify

Jun 03, 2026

Optical Cable Types: A Guide to Selecting the Right Cable

Understanding the variety of optical cable types is like picking the perfect pair of
shoes:

Oct 02, 2025

Fiber Optic Cable Types Explained: Choosing the Right Fiber Cable

Explore different types of fiber optic cables, from single mode to armored and LC
uniboot options. Learn how to

Oct 11, 2025

Master Your Fibre Optic Installation: Step-by-Step Best Practices

This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of fiber optic installation,
exploring topics ranging from cable

May 02, 2026

Aerial Fiber Optic Cable – Types & Installation Tips

Discover aerial fiber optic cables including ADSS, Figure-8, and OPGW types. Learn
key advantages and expert

Jul 17, 2026

Customized Fiberglass FRP Buried Fiber Optic Cable Warning Sign

This is where customized fiberglass FRP (Fiber Reinforced Plastic) buried fiber optic
cable warning sign marker posts come into

Sep 10, 2025

Overhead Fiber Optic Cable Installation: Requirements & 2 Key Types
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This comprehensive guide delves into the installation requirements, explores the two
primary cable types—self

Jul 03, 2026

Fiber Optic Cable Installation: How To Properly Install It

A comprehensive guide to fiber optic installation - everything you need to know about
fiber

Dec 26, 2025

AERIAL COMMUNICATION CABLE IDENTIFICATION GUIDE

Fiber Optic Splice cases. A typical FOCA splice case will have the majority, if not, all
cables entering from one side of the splice

Mar 16, 2026

The FOA Reference For Fiber Optics -Outside Plant Construction

Polyethylene (PE) is the material of choice for use as an aerial OSP cable jacket. The
performance of raw PE can degrade rapidly

Jun 09, 2026

Fiber Optic Marker Posts | ProMark Utility Supply

CABLE & PIPELINE MARKER The PM-303 Dome Marker Post is a Cable and Pipeline
Marker used as a Warning

Jun 23, 2026

Aerial Cable Placing Procedure

Aerial optical cable is suspended in the air from poles and/or support structures. Most
often it is supported between poles by being

Mar 20, 2026

Types of Utility Poles

Types of Utility Poles- The Ultimate Guide Utility Poles (also referred to as
transmission poles, telegraph posts, telephone poles,

Mar 02, 2026

What You Should Know about Marker Posts and How to Use Them

Marker posts are ideal for identifying buried electric cable, fiber optic routes and gas
and water pipelines. While there are several
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Contact Us

For more information, pricing, or custom solutions, please contact us:

Website: https://iiss.co.za
Email: sales@iiss.co.za
Phone: +27 63 174 2895
Address: Unit 8, Innovation Park, 15 Rivonia Road, Sandton, Johannesburg,
2196, South Africa

This document is for informational purposes only. Specifications subject to
change without notice.
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